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(g) James'seventh antithesis is Monism versus Pluralism,
It is at once intelligible from the foregoing argument
that the attitude orientated by the idea must tend towards
monism. The idea has always a hierarchical character,
whether it be gained by abstraction from representations
and concrete concepts, or whether it has an a priori
existence as unconscious form. In the former case it is
the highest point of the building which, in a sense, rounds
off and comprises everything subordinated to it; in the
latter, it is the unconscious law-giver, regulating the
possibilities and necessities of thought. The idea in both
instances has a ruling quality. Although a plurality of
ideas may be present, yet for a longer or shorter period
one idea gains the upper hand, constellating the majority
of the psychic elements in a monarchical fashion
.Conversely, it is equally clear that the attitude
orientated by the object must always incline to a majority
of principles (pluralism), since the multiplicity of objective
qualities entails also a plurality of concepts and principles
without which a suitable interpretation of the nature of
the object cannot be gained.
The monistic tendency belongs to the introverted
attitude, the pluralistic to the extraverted.
(h) The eighth antithesis is Dogmatism versus
Scepticism.
It is also easy to see in this case that dogmatism is
the attitude par excellence that follows and clings to the
idea, although an unconscious realization of the idea is not
eo if so dogmatic. It is none the less true that the way in
which an unconscious idea is almost violently embodied
inevitably persuades one to believe that the man in whom
the idea is paramount starts out from a dogma in whose
rigid folds the material of experience is impressed. It is
self-evident that the attitude governed by the object must
have an a priori scepticism in relation to all ideas, since